extended as fiar as the inferotemporal arcade of vessels. The margin of the detatchniient was demarcated by at line of fine pigment deposition.
Other thaln slight narrowing of the drainage angle inferiorly no other ocular abnormalities were detected, and the intraocular pressure was 17 mmHg.
The right visual acuity remained 6/6. Fluorescein angiography highlighted the vascularity of the tumour (Fig. 4) Other than a small vitreous haemorrhage, which is not uncommon in these cases, the postoperative course wals uneventful, the current visual acuity 3 months after surgery being 6/12. Histology showed a malignant melanoma of mixed spindle B and epithelioid types (Fig. 6) . The latter cells were atypical in that the cell boundaries were ill defined, and there was a marked variation in nuclear size and shape. Another interesting feature was the mately 5 to 7 new cases per million in the white population per year. 14 '" Bilateral primary choroidal melanomas are even rarer, their incidence theoretically estimated at 0-55 cases per year in the United States.' One such bilateral case could thus be expected every 18 years in a population of 200 million whites. An explanation for the raire incidence of a choroidal melanoma developing in a second eye may well be the decreased life expectancy of the patients with choroidal melanoma, coupled with the fact that the incidence rate of choroidal melanomas increases with age, being highest between 60 and 70 years.' This does not allow much time for a second tumour to develop.
Other than the possibility of some systemic factor such as an immunological deficiency to account for bilateral tumours, it is important to exclude metastases from a primary skin melanoma, although melanoma metastatic to the eye has been reported in fewer than 40 cases. ' 7' No evidence of a primary skin lesion was found in this case, and over the 4-year period of follow-up one might expect screening to detect additional sites of metastases if the lesion in the second eye was considered a secondary. Moreover, the histology of the tumours in the 2 eyes was different, the one being of spindle cell type and the other of mixed spindle B and epithelioid cells. 
